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STATEMENT OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The Gabelli Equity Trust Inc. (the "Fund") is a non-diversified, closed-end
management investment company that seeks long-term growth of capital by investing primarily
in a portfolio of equity securities selected by Gabelli Funds, LLC, the investment adviser to the
Fund.  Income is a secondary investment objective.  It is the policy of the Fund, under normal
market conditions, to invest at least 65% of its total assets in equity securities.

This Statement of Additional Information ("SAI") is not a prospectus, but should
be read in conjunction with the prospectus for the Fund dated June 13, 2001.  This SAI does not
include any information that a prospective investor should consider before purchasing shares of
the Fund, and investors should obtain and read the prospectus prior to purchasing shares. A copy
of the prospectus may be obtained without charge by calling the Fund at 1-800-GABELLI (1-
800-422-3554) or (914) 921-5070.  This SAI incorporates by reference the entire prospectus.

___________________
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INVESTMENT OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES

INVESTMENT OBJECTIVES

The Fund's primary investment objective is long-term growth of capital. Income is
a secondary objective.  Under normal market conditions, the Fund will invest at least 65% of its
total assets in equity securities.  See "Investment Objectives and Policies" in the prospectus.

INVESTMENT PRACTICES

Special Situations.  Subject to the Fund's policy of investing at least 65% of its total
assets in companies on the basis of fundamental value, the Fund from time to time may, as a non-
principal investment strategy, invest in companies that are determined by Gabelli Funds, LLC
(the "Investment Adviser") to possess "special situation" characteristics.  In general, a special
situation company is a company whose securities are expected to increase in value solely by
reason of a development particularly or uniquely applicable to the company.  Developments that
may create special situations include, among others, a liquidation, reorganization, recapitalization
or merger, material litigation, technological breakthrough or new management or management
policies.  The principal risk associated with investments in special situation companies is that the
anticipated development thought to create the special situation may not occur and the investment
therefore may not appreciate in value or may decline in value.

Temporary Investments.  Although under normal market conditions at least 65% of the
Fund's assets will consist of equity securities, including common stock, preferred stock,
convertible securities, options and warrants, when a temporary defensive posture is believed by
the Investment Adviser to be warranted ("temporary defensive periods"), the Fund may hold
without limitation cash or invest its assets in money market instruments and repurchase agree-
ments in respect of those instruments.  The money market instruments in which the Fund may
invest are obligations of the United States government, its agencies or instrumentalities ("U.S.
Government Securities"); commercial paper rated A-1 or higher by Standard & Poor's Ratings
Services ("S&P") or Prime-1 by Moody's Investors Service, Inc. ("Moody's"); and certificates of
deposit and bankers' acceptances issued by domestic branches of U.S. banks that are members of
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation.  For a description of such ratings, see Appendix A to
the prospectus.  The Fund may also invest up to 10% of the market value of its total assets during
temporary defensive periods in shares of money market mutual funds that invest primarily in
U.S. Government Securities and repurchase agreements in respect of those securities.  Money
market mutual funds are investment companies and the investments by the Fund in those
companies are subject to certain other limitations.  See "Investment Restrictions."  As a share-
holder in a mutual fund, the Fund will bear its ratable share of the fund's expenses, including
management fees, and will remain subject to payment of the fees to the investment advisers with
respect to assets so invested.
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Lower Rated Securities.  The Fund may invest up to 10% of its total assets in fixed-
income securities rated in the lower rating categories of recognized statistical rating agencies,
such as securities rated "CCC" or lower by S&P or "Caa" or lower by Moody's, or non-rated
securities of comparable quality.  These debt securities are predominantly speculative and
involve major risk exposure to adverse conditions and are often referred to in the financial press
as "junk bonds."

Generally, such lower rated securities and unrated securities of comparable quality offer a
higher current yield than is offered by higher rated securities, but also (i) will likely have some
quality and protective characteristics that, in the judgment of the rating organizations, are
outweighed by large uncertainties or major risk exposures to adverse conditions and (ii) are
predominantly speculative with respect to the issuer's capacity to pay interest and repay principal
in accordance with the terms of the obligation.  The market values of certain of these securities
also tend to be more sensitive to individual corporate developments and changes in economic
conditions than higher quality bonds.  In addition, such lower rated securities and comparable
unrated securities generally present a higher degree of credit risk.  The risk of loss due to default
by these issuers is significantly greater because such lower rated securities and unrated securities
of comparable quality generally are unsecured and frequently are subordinated to the prior
payment of senior indebtedness.  In light of these risks, the Investment Adviser, in evaluating the
creditworthiness of an issue, whether rated or unrated, will take various factors into consider-
ation, which may include, as applicable, the issuer's financial resources, its sensitivity to
economic conditions and trends, the operating history of and the community support for the
facility financed by the issue, the ability of the issuer's management and regulatory matters.

In addition, the market value of securities in lower rated categories is more volatile than
that of higher quality securities, and the markets in which such lower rated or unrated securities
are traded are more limited than those in which higher rated securities are traded.  The existence
of limited markets may make it more difficult for the Fund to obtain accurate market quotations
for purposes of valuing its portfolio and calculating its net asset value.  Moreover, the lack of a
liquid trading market may restrict the availability of securities for the Fund to purchase and may
also have the effect of limiting the ability of the Fund to sell securities at their fair market value
to respond to changes in the economy or the financial markets.

Lower rated debt obligations also present risks based on payment expectations.  If an
issuer calls the obligation for redemption (often a typical feature of fixed income securities), the
Fund may have to replace the security with a lower yielding security, resulting in a decreased
return for investors.  Also, as the principal value of bonds moves inversely with movements in
interest rates, in the event of rising interest rates the value of the securities held by the Fund may
decline proportionately more than a portfolio consisting of higher rated securities.  Investments
in zero coupon bonds may be more speculative and subject to greater fluctuations in value due to
changes in interest rates than bonds that pay interest currently.
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The Fund may invest in securities of issuers in default.  The Fund will invest in securities
of issuers in default only when the Investment Adviser believes that such issuers will honor their
obligations or emerge from bankruptcy protection and the value of these securities will appreci-
ate.  By investing in securities of issuers in default, the Fund bears the risk that these issuers will
not continue to honor their obligations or emerge from bankruptcy protection or that the value of
the securities will not appreciate.

In addition to using recognized rating agencies and other sources, the Investment Adviser
also performs its own analysis in seeking investments that it believes to be underrated (and thus
higher-yielding) in light of the financial condition of the issuer.  Its analysis of issuers may
include, among other things, current and anticipated cash flow and borrowing requirements,
value of assets in relation to historical cost, strength of management, responsiveness to business
conditions, credit standing and current anticipated results of operations.  In selecting investments
for the Fund, the Investment Adviser may also consider general business conditions, anticipated
changes in interest rates and the outlook for specific industries.

Subsequent to its purchase by the Fund, an issue of securities may cease to be rated or its
rating may be reduced.  In addition, it is possible that statistical rating agencies might not change
their ratings of a particular issue or reflect subsequent events on a timely basis.  Moreover, such
ratings do not assess the risk of a decline in market value.  None of these events will require the
sale of the securities by the Fund, although the Investment Adviser will consider these events in
determining whether the Fund should continue to hold the securities.

The market for certain lower rated and comparable unrated securities has in the past
experienced a major economic recession.  The recession adversely affected the value of such
securities as well as the ability of certain issuers of such securities to repay principal and pay
interest thereon.  The market for those securities could react in a similar fashion in the event of
any future economic recession.

As a result of all these factors, the net asset value of the Fund, to the extent it invests in
high yield bonds, is expected to be more volatile than the net asset value of funds which invest
solely in higher rated debt securities.

Options.  A call option is a contract that, in return for a premium, gives the holder of the
option the right to buy from the writer of the call option the security or currency underlying the
option at a specified exercise price at any time during the term of the option.  The writer of the
call option has the obligation, upon exercise of the option, to deliver the underlying security or
currency upon payment of the exercise price during the option period.  A put option is the reverse
of a call option, giving the holder the right to sell the security or currency to the writer and
obligating the writer to purchase the underlying security or currency from the holder.

A call option is "covered" if the Fund owns the underlying instrument covered by the call
or has an absolute and immediate right to acquire that instrument without additional cash
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consideration (or for additional cash consideration held in a segregated account by its custodian)
upon conversion or exchange of other instrument held in its portfolio.  A call option is also
covered if the Fund holds a call on the same instrument as the call written where the exercise
price of the call held is (1) equal to or less than the exercise price of the call written or (2) greater
than the exercise price of the call written if the difference is maintained by the Fund in cash, U.S.
Government Securities or other high grade short-term obligations in a segregated account held
with its custodian.  A put option is "covered" if the Fund maintains cash or other high grade
short-term obligations with a value equal to the exercise price in a segregated account held with
its custodian, or else holds a put on the same instrument as the put written where the exercise
price of the put held is equal to or greater than the exercise price of the put written.

If the Fund has written an option, it may terminate its obligation by effecting a closing
purchase transaction.  This is accomplished by purchasing an option of the same series as the
option previously written.  However, once it has been assigned an exercise notice, the Fund will
effect a closing purchase transaction.  Similarly, if the Fund is the holder of an option it may
liquidate its position by effecting a closing sale transaction.  This is accomplished by selling an
option of the same series as the option previously purchased.  There can be no assurance that a
closing purchase or sale transaction can be effected when the Fund so desires.

The Fund will realize a profit from a closing transaction if the price of the transaction is
less than the premium received from writing the option or is more than the premium paid to
purchase the option; the Fund will realize a loss from a closing transaction if the price of the
transaction is more than the premium received from writing the option or is less than the
premium paid to purchase the option.  Since call option prices generally reflect increases in the
price of the underlying security, any loss resulting from the repurchase of a call option may also
be wholly or partially offset by unrealized appreciation of the underlying security.  Other
principal factors affecting the market value of a put or a call option include supply and demand,
interest rates, the current market price and price volatility of the underlying security and the time
remaining until the expiration date.  Gains and losses on investments in options depend, in part,
on the ability of the Investment Adviser to predict correctly the effect of these factors.  The use
of options cannot serve as a complete hedge since the price movement of securities underlying
the options will not necessarily follow the price movements of the portfolio securities subject to
the hedge.

An option position may be closed out only on an exchange which provides a secondary
market for an option of the same series.  Although the Fund will generally purchase or write only
those options for which there appears to be an active secondary market, there is no assurance that
a liquid secondary market on an exchange will exist for any particular option.  In such event, it
might not be possible to effect closing transactions in particular options, so that the Fund would
have to exercise its options in order to realize any profit and would incur brokerage commissions
upon the exercise of call options and upon the subsequent disposition of underlying securities for
the exercise of put options.  If the Fund, as a covered call option writer, is unable to effect a
closing purchase transaction in a secondary market, it will not be able to sell the underlying
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security until the option expires or it delivers the underlying security upon exercise or otherwise
covers the position.

In addition to options on securities, the Fund may also purchase and sell call and put
options on securities indices.  A stock index reflects in a single number the market value of many
different stocks.  Relative values are assigned to the stocks included in an index and the index
fluctuates with changes in the market values of the stocks.  The options give the holder the right
to receive a cash settlement during the term of the option based on the difference between the
exercise price and the value of the index.  By writing a put or call option on a securities index,
the Fund is obligated, in return for the premium received, to make delivery of this amount.  The
Fund may offset its position in the stock index options prior to expiration by entering into a
closing transaction on an exchange or it may let the option expire unexercised.

The Fund also may buy or sell and call options on foreign currencies.  A put option on a
foreign currency gives the purchaser of the option the right to sell a foreign currency at the
exercise price until the option expires.  A call option on a foreign currency gives the purchaser of
the option the right to purchase the currency at the exercise price until the option expires. 
Currency options traded on U.S. or other exchanges may be subject to position limits which may
limit the ability of the Fund to reduce foreign currency risk using such options.  Over-the-counter
options differ from exchange-traded options in that they are two-party contracts with price and
other terms negotiated between buyer and seller and generally do not have as much market
liquidity as exchange-traded options.  Over-the-counter options are illiquid securities.

Use of options on securities indices entails the risk that trading in the options may be
interrupted if trading in certain securities included in the index is interrupted.  The Fund will not
purchase these options unless the Investment Adviser is satisfied with the development, depth
and liquidity of the market and the Investment Adviser believes the options can be closed out.

Price movements in the portfolio of the Fund may not correlate precisely with movements
in the level of an index and, therefore, the use of options on indexes cannot serve as a complete
hedge and will depend, in part, on the ability of the Investment Adviser to predict correctly
movements in the direction of the stock market generally or of a particular industry.  Because
options on securities indexes require settlement in cash, the Investment Adviser may be forced to
liquidate portfolio securities to meet settlement obligations.

Although the Investment Adviser will attempt to take appropriate measures to minimize
the risks relating to the Fund's writing of put and call options, there can be no assurance that the
Fund will succeed in any option writing program it undertakes.

Futures Contracts and Options on Futures.  The Fund will not enter into futures contracts
or options on futures contracts unless (i) the aggregate initial margins and premiums do not
exceed 5% of the fair market value of its assets and (ii) the aggregate market value of its
outstanding futures contracts and the market value of the currencies and futures contracts subject
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to outstanding options written by the Fund, as the case may be, do not exceed 50% of the market
value of its total assets.  It is anticipated that these investments, if any, will be made by the Fund
solely for the purpose of bona fide hedging against changes in the value of its portfolio securities
and in the value of securities it intends to purchase.  Such investments will only be made if they
are economically appropriate to the reduction of risks involved in the management of the Fund. 
In this regard, the Fund may enter into futures contracts or options on futures for the purchase or
sale of securities indices or other financial instruments including but not limited to U.S.
Government Securities.

A "sale" of a futures contract (or a "short" futures position) means the assumption of a
contractual obligation to deliver the assets underlying the contract at a specified price at a
specified future time.  A "purchaser" of a futures contract (or a "long" futures position) means the
assumption of a contractual obligation to acquire the assets underlying the contract at a specified
future time.  Certain futures contracts, including stock and bond index futures, are settled on a
net cash payment basis rather than by the sale and delivery of the assets underlying the futures
contracts.

No consideration will be paid or received by the Fund upon the purchase or sale of a
futures contract.  Initially, the Fund will be required to deposit with the broker an amount of cash
or cash equivalents equal to approximately 1% to 10% of the contract amount (this amount is
subject to change by the exchange or board of trade on which the contract is traded and brokers
or members of such board of trade may charge a higher amount).  This amount is known as
"initial margin" and is in the nature of a performance bond or good faith deposit on the contract. 
Subsequent payments, known as "variation margin," to and from the broker will be made daily as
the price of the index or security underlying the futures contract fluctuates.  At any time prior to
the expiration of a futures contract, the Fund may elect to close the position by taking an
opposite position, which will operate to terminate its existing position in the contract.

An option on a futures contract gives the purchaser the right, in return for the premium
paid, to assume a position in a futures contract at a specified exercise price at any time to the
expiration of the option.  Upon exercise of an option, the delivery of the futures position by the
writer of the option to the holder of the option will be accompanied by delivery of the accumu-
lated balance in the writer's futures margin account attributable to that contract, which represents
the amount by which the market price of the futures contract exceeds, in the case of a call, or is
less than, in the case of a put, the exercise price of the option on the futures contract.  The
potential loss related to the purchase of an option on futures contracts is limited to the premium
paid for the option (plus transaction costs).  Because the value of the option purchased is fixed at
the point of sale, there are no daily cash payments by the purchaser to reflect changes in the value
of the underlying contract; however, the value of the option does change daily and that change
would be reflected in the net assets of the Fund.

Futures and options on futures entail certain risks, including but not limited to the
following: no assurance that futures contracts or options on futures can be offset at favorable
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prices, possible reduction of the yield of the Fund due to the use of hedging, possible reduction in
value of both the securities hedged and the hedging instrument, possible lack of liquidity due to
daily limits on price fluctuations, imperfect correlation between the contracts and the securities
being hedged, losses from investing in futures transactions that are potentially unlimited and the
segregation requirements described below.

In the event the Fund sells a put option or enters into long futures contracts, under current
interpretations of the Investment Company Act of 1940, as amended (the "1940 Act") an amount
of cash or liquid securities equal to the market value of the contract must be deposited and
maintained in a segregated account with the custodian of the Fund to collateralize the positions,
thereby ensuring that the use of the contract is unleveraged.  For short positions in futures
contracts and sales of call options, the Fund may establish a segregated account (not with a
futures commission merchant or broker) with cash or liquid securities that, when added to
amounts deposited with a futures commission merchant or a broker as margin, equal the market
value of the instruments or currency underlying the futures contract or call options, respectively
(but are not less than the stock price of the call option or the market price at which the short
positions were established).

Interest Rate Futures Contracts and Options Thereon.  The Fund may purchase or sell
interest rate futures contracts to take advantage of or to protect the Fund against fluctuations in
interest rates affecting the value of debt securities which the Fund holds or intends to acquire. 
For example, if interest rates are expected to increase, the Fund might sell futures contracts on
debt securities, the values of which historically have a high degree of positive correlation to the
values of the Fund's portfolio securities.  Such a sale would have an effect similar to selling an
equivalent value of the Fund's portfolio securities.  If interest rates increase, the value of the
Fund's portfolio securities will decline, but the value of the futures contracts to the Fund will
increase at approximately an equivalent rate thereby keeping the net asset value of the Fund from
declining as much as it otherwise would have.  The Fund could accomplish similar results by
selling debt securities with longer maturities and investing in debt securities with shorter
maturities when interest rates are expected to increase.  However, since the futures market may
be more liquid than the cash market, the use of futures contracts as a risk management technique
allows the Fund to maintain a defensive position without having to sell its portfolio securities.

Similarly, the Fund may purchase interest rate futures contracts when it is expected that
interest rates may decline.  The purchase of futures contracts for this purpose constitutes a hedge
against increases in the price of debt securities (caused by declining interest rates) which the
Fund intends to acquire.  Since fluctuations in the value of appropriately selected futures
contracts should approximate that of the debt securities that will be purchased, the Fund can take
advantage of the anticipated rise in the cost of the debt securities without actually buying them. 
Subsequently, the Fund can make its intended purchase of the debt securities in the cash market
and currently liquidate its futures position.  To the extent the Fund enters into futures contracts
for this purpose, it will maintain in a segregated asset account with the Fund's custodian, assets
sufficient to cover the Fund's obligations with respect to such futures contracts, which will
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consist of cash or other liquid securities from its portfolio in an amount equal to the difference
between the fluctuating market value of such futures contracts and the aggregate value of the
initial margin deposited by the Fund with its custodian with respect to such futures contracts.

The purchase of a call option on a futures contract is similar in some respects to the
purchase of a call option on an individual security.  Depending on the pricing of the option
compared to either the price of the futures contract upon which it is based or the price of the
underlying debt securities, it may or may not be less risky than ownership of the futures contract
or underlying debt securities.  As with the purchase of futures contracts, when the Fund is not
fully invested it may purchase a call option on a futures contract to hedge against a market
advance due to declining interest rates.

The purchase of a put option on a futures contract is similar to the purchase of protective
put options on portfolio securities.  The Fund will purchase a put option on a futures contract to
hedge the Fund's portfolio against the risk of rising interest rates and consequent reduction in the
value of portfolio securities.

The writing of a call option on a futures contract constitutes a partial hedge against
declining prices of the securities which are deliverable upon exercise of the futures contract.  If
the futures price at expiration of the option is below the exercise price, the Fund will retain the
full amount of the option premium which provides a partial hedge against any decline that may
have occurred in the Fund's portfolio holdings.  The writing of a put option on a futures contract
constitutes a partial hedge against increasing prices of the securities which are deliverable upon
exercise of the futures contract.  If the futures price at expiration of the option is higher than the
exercise price, the Fund will retain the full amount of the option premium which provides a
partial hedge against any increase in the price of debt securities which the Fund intends to
purchase.  If a put or call option the Fund has written is exercised, the Fund will incur a loss
which will be reduced by the amount of the premium it received.  Depending on the degree of
correlation between changes in the value of its portfolio securities and changes in the value of its
futures positions, the Fund's losses from options on futures it has written may to some extent be
reduced or increased by changes in the value of its portfolio securities.

Currency Futures and Options Thereon.  Generally, foreign currency futures contracts and
options thereon are similar to the interest rate futures contracts and options thereon discussed
previously.  By entering into currency futures and options thereon, the Fund will seek to establish
the rate at which it will be entitled to exchange U.S. dollars for another currency at a future time. 
By selling currency futures, the Fund will seek to establish the number of dollars it will receive
at delivery for a certain amount of a foreign currency.  In this way, whenever the Fund antici-
pates a decline in the value of a foreign currency against the U.S. dollar, the Fund can attempt to
"lock in" the U.S. dollar value of some or all of the securities held in its portfolio that are
denominated in that currency.  By purchasing currency futures, the Fund can establish the
number of dollars it will be required to pay for a specified amount of a foreign currency in a
future month.  Thus, if the Fund intends to buy securities in the future and expects the U.S. dollar
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to decline against the relevant foreign currency during the period before the purchase is effected,
the Fund can attempt to "lock in" the price in U.S. dollars of the securities it intends to acquire.

The purchase of options on currency futures will allow the Fund, for the price of the
premium and related transaction costs it must pay for the option, to decide whether or not to buy
(in the case of a call option) or to sell (in the case of a put option) a futures contract at a specified
price at any time during the period before the option expires.  If the Investment Adviser, in
purchasing an option, has been correct in its judgment concerning the direction in which the price
of a foreign currency would move as against the U.S. dollar, the Fund may exercise the option
and thereby take a futures position to hedge against the risk it had correctly anticipated or close
out the option position at a gain that will offset, to some extent, currency exchange losses
otherwise suffered by the Fund.  If exchange rates move in a way the Fund did not anticipate,
however, the Fund will have incurred the expense of the option without obtaining the expected
benefit; any such movement in exchange rates may also thereby reduce rather than enhance the
Fund's profits on its underlying securities transactions.

Securities Index Futures Contracts and Options Thereon.  Purchases or sales of securities
index futures contracts are used for hedging purposes to attempt to protect the Fund's current or
intended investments from broad fluctuations in stock or bond prices.  For example, the Fund
may sell securities index futures contracts in anticipation of or during a market decline to attempt
to offset the decrease in market value of the Fund's securities portfolio that might otherwise
result.  If such decline occurs, the loss in value of portfolio securities may be offset, in whole or
part, by gains on the futures position.  When the Fund is not fully invested in the securities
market and anticipates a significant market advance, it may purchase securities index futures
contracts in order to gain rapid market exposure that may, in part or entirely, offset increases in
the cost of securities that the Fund intends to purchase.  As such purchases are made, the
corresponding positions in securities index futures contracts will be closed out.  The Fund may
write put and call options on securities index futures contracts for hedging purposes.

Limitations on the Purchase and Sale of Futures Contracts and Options on Futures
Contracts.  Subject to the guidelines of the Board of Directors, the Fund may engage in transac-
tions in futures contracts and options hereon only for bona fide hedging, yield enhancement and
risk management purposes, in each case in accordance with the rules and regulations of the
CFTC, and not for speculation.

Regulations of the CFTC applicable to the Fund permit the Fund's futures and options on
futures transactions to include (i) bona fide hedging transactions without regard to the percentage
of the Fund's assets committed to margin and option premiums, and (ii) non-hedging transac-
tions, provided that the Fund not enter into such non-hedging transactions if, immediately
thereafter, the sum of the amount of initial margin deposits on the Fund's existing futures
positions and option premiums would exceed 5% of the market value of the Fund's liquidating
value, after taking into account unrealized profits and unrealized losses on any such transactions.
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Forward Currency Exchange Contracts.  The Fund may engage in currency transactions
otherwise than on futures exchanges to protect against future changes in the level of future
currency exchange rates.  The Fund will conduct such currency exchange transactions either on a
spot, i.e., cash, basis at the rate then prevailing in the currency exchange market or on a forward
basis, by entering into forward contracts to purchase or sell currency.  A forward contract on
foreign currency involves an obligation to purchase or sell a specific currency at a future date,
which may be any fixed number of days agreed upon by the parties from the date of the contract,
at a price set on the date of the contract.  The risk of shifting of a forward currency contract will
be substantially the same as a futures contract having similar terms.  The Fund's dealing in
forward currency exchange will be limited to hedging involving either specific transactions or
portfolio positions.  Transaction hedging is the purchase or sale of forward currency with respect
to specific receivables or payables of the Fund generally arising in connection with the purchase
or sale of its portfolio securities and accruals of interest receivable and Fund expenses.  Position
hedging is the forward sale of currency with respect to portfolio security positions denominated
or quoted in that currency or in a currency bearing a high degree of positive correlation to the
value of that currency.

The Fund may not position hedge with respect to a particular currency for an amount
greater than the aggregate market value (determined at the time of making any sale of forward
currency) of the securities held in its portfolio denominated or quoted in, or currently convertible
into, such currency.  If the Fund enters into a position hedging transaction, the Fund's custodian
or subcustodian will place cash or other liquid securities in a segregated account of the Fund in
an amount equal to the value of the Fund's total assets committed to the consummation of the
given forward contract.  If the value of the securities placed in the segregated account declines,
additional cash or securities will be placed in the account so that the value of the account will, at
all times, equal the amount of the Fund's commitment with respect to the forward contract.

At or before the maturity of a forward sale contract, the Fund may either sell a portfolio
security and make delivery of the currency, or retain the security and offset its contractual
obligations to deliver the currency by purchasing a second contract pursuant to which the Fund
will obtain, on the same maturity date, the same amount of the currency which it is obligated to
delivery.  If the Fund retains the portfolio security and engages in an offsetting transaction, the
Fund, at the time of execution of the offsetting transaction, will incur a gain or a loss to the
extent that movement has occurred in forward contract prices.  Should forward prices decline
during the period between the Fund's entering into a forward contract for the sale of a currency
and the date it enters into an offsetting contract for the purchase of the currency, the Fund will
realize a gain to the extent the price of the currency it has agreed to purchase is less than the price
of the currency it has agreed to sell.  Should forward prices increase, the Fund will suffer a loss
to the extent the price of the currency it has agreed to purchase exceeds the price of the currency
it has agreed to sell.  Closing out forward purchase contracts involves similar offsetting transac-
tions.
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The cost to the Fund of engaging in currency transactions varies with factors such as the
currency involved, the length of the contract period and the market conditions then prevailing. 
Because forward transactions in currency exchange are usually conducted on a principal basis, no
fees or commissions are involved.  The use of foreign currency contracts does not eliminate
fluctuations in the underlying prices of the securities, but it does establish a rate of exchange that
can be achieved in the future.  In addition, although forward currency contracts limit the risk of
loss due to a decline in the value of the hedged currency, they also limit any potential gain that
might result if the value of the currency increases.

If a decline in any currency is generally anticipated by the Investment Adviser, the Fund
may not be able to contract to sell the currency at a price above the level to which the currency is
anticipated to decline.

Special Risk Considerations Relating to Futures and Options Thereon.  The Fund's ability
to establish and close out positions in futures contracts and options thereon will be subject to the
development and maintenance of liquid markets.  Although the Fund generally will purchase or
sell only those futures contracts and options thereon for which there appears to be a liquid
market, there is no assurance that a liquid market on an exchange will exist for any particular
futures contract or option thereon at any particular time.  In the event no liquid market exists for
a particular futures contract or option thereon in which the Fund maintains a position, it will not
be possible to effect a closing transaction in that contract or to do so at a satisfactory price and
the Fund would have to either make or take delivery under the futures contract or, in the case of a
written option, wait to sell the underlying securities until the option expires or is exercised or, in
the case of a purchased option, exercise the option.  In the case of a futures contract or an option
thereon which the Fund has written and which the Fund is unable to close, the Fund would be
required to maintain margin deposits on the futures contract or option thereon and to make
variation margin payments until the contract is closed.

Successful use of futures contracts and options thereon and forward contracts by the Fund
is subject to the ability of the Investment Adviser to predict correctly movements in the direction
of interest and foreign currency rates.  If the Investment Adviser's expectations are not met, the
Fund will be in a worse position than if a hedging strategy had not been pursued.  For example, if
the Fund has hedged against the possibility of an increase in interest rates which would adversely
affect the price of securities in its portfolio and the price of such securities increases instead, the
Fund will lose part or all of the benefit of the increased value of its securities because it will have
offsetting losses in its futures positions.  In addition, in such situations, if the Fund has insuffi-
cient cash to meet daily variation margin requirements, it may have to sell securities to meet the
requirements.  These sales may be, but will not necessarily be, at increased prices which reflect
the rising market.  The Fund may have to sell securities at a time when it is disadvantageous to
do so.

Additional Risks of Foreign Options, Futures Contracts, Options on Futures Contracts
and Forward Contracts.  Options, futures contracts and options thereon and forward contracts on
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securities and currencies may be traded on foreign exchanges.  Such transactions may not be
regulated as effectively as similar transactions in the U.S., may not involve a clearing mechanism
and related guarantees, and are subject to the risk of governmental actions affecting trading in, or
the prices of, foreign securities.  The value of such positions also could be adversely affected by
(i) other complex foreign political, legal and economic factors, (ii) lesser availability than in the
U.S. of data on which to make trading decisions, (iii) delays in the Fund's ability to act upon
economic events occurring in the foreign markets during non-business hours in the U.S., (iv) the
imposition of different exercise and settlement terms and procedures and margin requirements
than in the U.S. and (v) lesser trading volume.

Exchanges on which options, futures and options on futures are traded may impose limits
on the positions that the Fund may take in certain circumstances.

Risks of Currency Transactions.  Currency transactions are also subject to risks different
from those of other portfolio transactions.  Because currency control is of great importance to the
issuing governments and influences economic planning and policy, purchases and sales of
currency and related instruments can be adversely affected by government exchange controls,
limitations or restrictions on repatriation of currency, and manipulation, or exchange restrictions
imposed by governments.  These forms of governmental action can result in losses to the Fund if
it is unable to deliver or receive currency or monies in settlement of obligations and could also
cause hedges it has entered into to be rendered useless, resulting in full currency exposure as well
as incurring transaction costs.

When Issued, Delayed Delivery Securities and Forward Commitments.  The Fund may
enter into forward commitments for the purchase or sale of securities, including on a "when
issued" or "delayed delivery" basis, in excess of customary settlement periods for the type of
security involved.  In some cases, a forward commitment may be conditioned upon the occur-
rence of a subsequent event, such as approval and consummation of a merger, corporate
reorganization or debt restructuring, i.e., a when, as and if issued security.  When such transac-
tions are negotiated, the price is fixed at the time of the commitment, with payment and delivery
taking place in the future, generally a month or more after the date of the commitment.  While it
may only enter into a forward commitment with the intention of actually acquiring the security,
the Fund may sell the security before the settlement date if it is deemed advisable.

Securities purchased under a forward commitment are subject to market fluctuation, and
no interest (or dividends) accrues to the Fund prior to the settlement date.  The Fund will
segregate with its custodian cash or liquid securities in an aggregate amount at least equal to the
amount of its outstanding forward commitments.

Restricted and Illiquid Securities.  The Fund may invest up to a total of 10% of its net
assets in securities that are subject to restrictions on resale and securities the markets for which
are illiquid, including repurchase agreements with more than seven days to maturity.  Illiquid
securities include securities the disposition of which is subject to substantial legal or contractual
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restrictions.  The sale of illiquid securities often requires more time and results in higher
brokerage charges or dealer discounts and other selling expenses than does the sale of securities
eligible for trading on national securities exchanges or in the over-the-counter markets. 
Restricted securities may sell at a price lower than similar securities that are not subject to
restrictions on resale.  Unseasoned issuers are companies (including predecessors) that have
operated less than three years.  The continued liquidity of such securities may not be as well
assured as that of publicly traded securities, and accordingly the Board of Directors will monitor
their liquidity.  The Board will review pertinent factors such as trading activity, reliability of
price information and trading patterns of comparable securities in determining whether to treat
any such security as liquid for purposes of the foregoing 10% test.  To the extent the Board treats
such securities as liquid, temporary impairments to trading patterns of such securities may
adversely affect the Fund's liquidity.

In accordance with pronouncements of the Securities and Exchange Commission, the
Fund may invest in restricted securities that can be traded among qualified institutional buyers
under Rule 144A under the Securities Act of 1933 without registration under the Securities Act
and may treat them as liquid for purposes of the foregoing 10% test if such securities are found to
be liquid.  The Board of Directors has adopted guidelines and delegated to the Investment
Adviser, subject to the supervision of the Board of Directors, the function of determining and
monitoring the liquidity of particular Rule 144A securities.

INVESTMENT RESTRICTIONS

The Fund operates under the following restrictions that constitute fundamental policies
that cannot be changed without the affirmative vote of the holders of a majority of the outstand-
ing voting securities of the Fund (as defined in the 1940 Act).  All percentage limitations set
forth below apply immediately after a purchase or initial investment and any subsequent change
in any applicable percentage resulting from market fluctuations does not require elimination of
any security from the portfolio.

The Fund may not:

1. Invest 25% or more of its total assets, taken at market value at the time of
each investment, in the securities of issuers in any particular industry.  This restriction
does not apply to investments in U.S. Government Securities.

2. Purchase securities of other investment companies, except in connection
with a merger, consolidation, acquisition or reorganization, if more than 10% of the
market value of the total assets of the Fund would be invested in securities of other
investment companies, more than 5% of the market value of the total assets of the Fund
would be invested in the securities of any one investment company or the Fund would
own more than 3% of any other investment company's securities; provided, however, this
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restriction shall not apply to securities of any investment company organized by the Fund
that are to be distributed pro rata as a dividend to its shareholders.

3. Purchase or sell commodities or commodity contracts except that the Fund
may purchase or sell futures contracts and related options thereon if immediately
thereafter (i) no more than 5% of its total assets are invested in margins and premiums
and (ii) the aggregate market value of its outstanding futures contracts and market value
of the currencies and futures contracts subject to outstanding options written by the Fund
do not exceed 50% of the market value of its total assets.  The Fund may not purchase or
sell real estate, provided that the Fund may invest in securities secured by real estate or
interests therein or issued by companies which invest in real estate or interests therein.

4. Purchase any securities on margin or make short sales, except that the
Fund may obtain such short-term credit as may be necessary for the clearance of pur-
chases and sales of portfolio securities.

5. Make loans of money, except by the purchase of a portion of publicly
distributed debt obligations in which the Fund may invest, and repurchase agreements
with respect to those obligations, consistent with its investment objectives and policies. 
The Fund reserves the authority to make loans of its portfolio securities to financial
intermediaries in an aggregate amount not exceeding 20% of its total assets.  Any such
loans may only be made upon approval of, and subject to any conditions imposed by, the
Board of Directors of the Fund.  Because these loans would at all times be fully collater-
alized, the risk of loss in the event of default of the borrower should be slight.

6. Borrow money, except that the Fund may borrow from banks and other
financial institutions on an unsecured basis, in an amount not exceeding 10% of its total
assets, to finance the repurchase of its shares.  The Fund also may borrow money on a
secured basis from banks as a temporary measure for extraordinary or emergency
purposes.  Temporary borrowings may not exceed 5% of the value of the total assets of
the Fund at the time the loan is made.  The Fund may pledge up to 10% of the lesser of
the cost or value of its total assets to secure temporary borrowings.  The Fund will not
borrow for investment purposes.  Immediately after any borrowing, the Fund will
maintain asset coverage of not less than 300% with respect to all borrowings.  While the
borrowing of the Fund exceeds 5% of its respective total assets, the Fund will make no
further purchases of securities, although this limitation will not apply to repurchase
transactions as described above.

7. Issue senior securities, except to the extent permitted by applicable law.

8. Underwrite securities of other issuers except insofar as the Fund may be
deemed an underwriter under the Securities Act in selling portfolio securities; provided,
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however, this restriction shall not apply to securities of any investment company orga-
nized by the Fund that are to be distributed pro rata as a dividend to its shareholders.

9. Invest more than 10% of its total assets in illiquid securities, such as
repurchase agreements with maturities in excess of seven days, or securities that at the
time of purchase have legal or contractual restrictions on resale.

MANAGEMENT OF THE FUND

DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS

Overall responsibility for management and supervision of the Fund rests with its Board of
Directors.  The Board of Directors approves all significant agreements between the Fund and the
companies that furnish the Fund with services, including agreements with the Investment
Adviser, Boston Safe Deposit and Trust Company, the Fund's custodian (the "Custodian"), and
State Street Bank and Trust Company, the Fund's transfer agent.  The day-to-day operations of
the Fund are delegated to the Investment Adviser.

The names and business addresses of the Directors and Officers of the Fund are set forth
in the following table, together with their positions with the Fund and their principal business
occupations during the past five years and their affiliations, if any, with the Investment Adviser
or the Fund's Administrator.  Directors who are "interested persons" of the Fund, as defined by
the 1940 Act, are indicated by an asterisk.  Preferred Stock directors are indicated by a "+".

As of December 31, 2000 the Directors and Officers of the Fund as a group beneficially
owned 1,315,482 shares of the Fund equaling 1.21% of the Fund's outstanding shares.

Name and Business Address (Age)
Position with
   the Fund  

Principal Occupation
During Past Five Years

Dr. Thomas E. Bratter (61)
One Corporate Center
Rye, New York 10580-1434

Director  Director, President and Founder,
The John Dewey Academy (residen-
tial college preparatory therapeutic
high school).(7)(16)

+Anthony J. Colavita (65)
One Corporate Center
Rye, New York 10580-1434

Director President and Attorney at Law in
the law firm of Anthony J. Colavita,
P.C. since 1961.(1)(2)(3)(4)(5)(6)

(7)(8)(9)(10)(11)(12)(13)(14)(15)

(16)(17)(18)(19)
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+James P. Conn (63)
One Corporate Center
Rye, New York 10580-1434

Director Former Managing Director and
Chief Investment Officer of Finan-
cial Security Assurance Holdings
Ltd. (1992-1998); Director of
Meditrust Corporation (real estate
investment trust) and First Republic
Bank.(1)(7)(10)(16)(18)

Frank J. Fahrenkopf, Jr. (61)
One Corporate Center
Rye, New York 10580-1434

Director President and Chief Executive Offi-
cer of the American Gaming Asso-
ciation since June 1995; Partner of
Hogan and Hartson (law firm);
Chairman of International Trade
Practice Group; Co-Chairman of the
Commission on Presidential De-
bates; Former Chairman of the Re-
publican National Committee.(7)

(16)

*Mario J. Gabelli (58)
One Corporate Center
Rye, New York 10580-1434

President, Director, and
Chief Investment Officer

Chairman of the Board and Chief
Investment Officer of Gabelli Asset
Management Inc. and Chief Invest-
ment Officer of Gabelli Funds, LLC
and GAMCO Investors, Inc.; Chair-
man of the Board and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Lynch Corporation
(diversified manufacturing com-
pany) and Lynch Interactive Corpo-
ration (a multimedia and services
company); Director of Spinnaker
Industries, Inc. (manufacturing
company).(1)(2)(3)(5)(6)(7)(8)(9)

(10)(11)(12)(13)(14)(15)(16)(17)

*Karl Otto Pöhl (71)
One Corporate Center
Rye, New York 10580-1434

Director Member of the Shareholder Com-
mittee of Sal Oppenheim Jr. & Cie
(private investment bank); Director
of Gabelli Asset Management Inc.
(investment management), Zurich
Allied (insurance company), and
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TrizecHahn Corp. (real estate com-
pany); Former President of the
Deutsche Bundesbank and Chair-
man of its Central Bank Council
(1980-1991).
(1)(2)(3)(5)(6)(7)(8)(9)(10)(11)(12)

(13)(14)(15)(16)(17)(18)(19)

Anthony R. Pustorino (75)
One Corporate Center
Rye, New York 10580-1434  

Director Certified Public Accountant; Profes-
sor of Accounting, Pace University
since 1965.(1)(3)(4)(5)(6)(7)(10)

(13)(16)(17)(19)

Salvatore J. Zizza (55) 
One Corporate Center
Rye, New York 10580-1434

Director Chairman of The Bethlehem Corp.;
Board Member of Hollis Eden
Pharmaceuticals; Former Executive
Vice President of FMG Group (a
healthcare provider); Former Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer of
the Lehigh Group Inc. (an electrical
supply wholesaler); Former Chair-
man of the Executive Committee and
Director of Binnings Buildings Prod-
ucts, Inc. until 1997; Adviser to The
Gabelli Growth Fund.(1)(5)(7)(10)(16)

Bruce N. Alpert (49)
One Corporate Center
Rye, New York 10580-1434

Vice President and
Treasurer

Executive Vice President and Chief
Operating Officer of Gabelli Funds,
LLC since 1988; Director and Presi-
dent of Gabelli Advisers, Inc., and an
officer of all mutual funds managed
by Gabelli Funds, LLC and its affili-
ates.

James E. McKee (37)
One Corporate Center
Rye, New York 10580-1434

Secretary Vice President, General Counsel and
Secretary of Gabelli Asset Manage-
ment, Inc. since 1999 and GAMCO
Investors, Inc. since 1993; Secretary
of all mutual funds managed by
Gabelli Funds, LLC and its affiliates.
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Carter W. Austin (34)
One Corporate Center
Rye, New York 10580-1434

Vice President Vice President of Gabelli Funds,
LLC since 1996. Previously, Direc-
tor of Business Development, for
Links Club International (an affiliate
of the PGA Tour).

___________________________

* "Interested person" of the Fund, as defined in the 1940 Act. Mr. Gabelli is an "interested person" of the

Fund a s a result of h is emplo ymen t as an office r of the Fu nd and  the Inves tment A dviser.  M r. Gabelli is

also a registered representative of an affiliated broker-dealer.  Mr. Pöhl is a Director of the parent company

of the Investment Adviser.

(1) Trustee of The Gabelli Asset Fund

(2) Trustee of The Gabelli Blue Chip Value Fund

(3) Director of Gabelli Capital Series Fund, Inc.

(4) Director of Comstock Funds, Inc.

(5) Director of The Gabelli Convertible Securities Fund, Inc.

(6) Director of Gabelli Equity Series Funds, Inc.

(7) Director of The Gabelli Global Multimedia Trust Inc.

(8) Director of Gabelli Global Series Funds, Inc.

(9) Director of Gabelli Gold Fund, Inc.

(10) Trustee of The Gabelli Growth Fund

(11) Director of Gabelli International Growth Fund, Inc.

(12) Director of The Gabelli Investor Funds, Inc.

(13) Trustee of The Gabelli Mathers Fund

(14) Trustee of The Gabelli Money Market Funds

(15) Trustee of The Gabelli Utilities Fund

(16) Trustee of T he Gabelli Utility Tru st

(17) Director of The Gabelli Value Fund Inc.

(18) Trustee of The Gabelli Westwood Funds

(19) Director of The Treasurer's Fund, Inc.
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The Board of Directors of the Fund is divided into three classes, with a class having a
term of no more than three years.  Each year the term of office of one class of directors expires. 
See "Certain Provisions of the Charter and By Laws" in the prospectus.

The Fund and the Investment Adviser have adopted a code of ethics (the "Code of
Ethics") under Rule 17J-1 of the 1940 Act.  The Code of Ethics permits personnel, subject to the
Code of Ethics and its restrictive provisions, to invest in securities, including securities that may
be purchased or held by the Fund.  The Code of Ethics can be reviewed and copied at the United
States Securities and Exchange Commission's Public Reference Room in Washington, D.C. 
Information on the operations of the Reference Room may be obtained by calling the Securities
and Exchange Commission at (202) 742-8090.  The Code of Ethics is also available on the
EDGAR database on the Securities and Exchange Commission's Internet Site at
http://www.sec.gov.  Copies of the Code of Ethics may also be obtained, after paying a duplicat-
ing fee, by electronic request at the following e-mail address: publicinfo@sec.gov, or by writing
the Securities and Exchange Commission's Public Reference Room Section, Washington, D.C.
20549- 0102.

REMUNERATION OF DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS

The Fund pays each Director who is not affiliated with the Investment Adviser a fee of
$12,000 per year plus $1,500 per Directors' meeting attended and $500 per meeting by telephone,
together with each Director's actual out-of-pocket expenses relating to attendance at such
meetings.  The aggregate remuneration (exclusive of reimbursed personal expenses) accrued by
the Fund during the year ended December 31, 2000 amounted to $133,967.

The following table shows certain compensation information for the Directors of the
Fund for the year ended December 31, 2000.  Officers and Directors of the Fund who are
employed by the Investment Adviser received no compensation or expense reimbursement from
the Fund.         
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Name of 
Director/Officers

Aggregate Compensation
from

      Fund     

Total Compensation From Fund
and Fund Complex Paid to

   Directors/Officers*   

Mario J. Gabelli $ 0 $            0  (17)
Dr. Thomas E. Bratter $ 18,000 $   31,000    (3) 
Anthony J. Colavita $ 17,467 $ 129,967  (19)
James P. Conn $ 18,000 $   52,000    (6)
Frank J. Fahrenkopf, Jr. $ 18,000 $   31,000    (3)
Karl Otto Pöhl $ 0 $            0  (19)
Anthony R. Pustorino $ 23,000 $  121,500 (12)
Salvatore J. Zizza $ 18,000 $     55,000   (6)
Carter W. Austin $ 134,167 $   134,167   (1)

_____________________________

* Represents the total compensation paid to such persons during the calendar year ended December 31, 2000

by investment companies (including the Fund) or portfolios thereof from which such person receives

compensation that are considered part of the same fund complex as the Fund because they have common or

affiliated investment advisers.  The parenthetical number represents the number of such investment

companies and portfolios from which such person received compensation.

LIMITATION OF OFFICERS' AND DIRECTOR, LIABILITY

The By Laws of the Fund provide that the Fund will indemnify its Directors and officers
and may indemnify its employees or agents against liabilities and expenses incurred in connec-
tion with litigation in which they may be involved because of their offices with the Fund, to the
fullest extent permitted by law.  In addition, the Charter of the Fund provides that the Fund's
Directors and officers will not be liable to shareholders for money damages, except in limited
instances.  However, nothing in the Charter or the By Laws protects or indemnifies a Director,
officer, employee or agent of the Fund against any liability to which such person would
otherwise be subject in the event of such person's active or deliberate dishonesty which is
material to the cause of action or to the extent that the person received an improper benefit or
profit in money, property or services to the extent of such money, property or services.  In
addition, indemnification is not permitted for any act or omission committed in bad faith which
is material to the cause of action or, with respect to any criminal proceeding, if the person had
reasonable cause to believe that the act or omission was unlawful.  In addition, indemnification
may not be provided in respect of any proceeding in which the person had been adjudged to be
liable to the Fund.
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THE INVESTMENT ADVISER

The Investment Adviser is a New York limited liability company that also serves as
Investment Adviser to other closed-end investment companies and open-end investment
companies with aggregate assets in excess of $10.3 billion as of March 31, 2001.  The Invest-
ment Adviser is a registered investment adviser under the 1940 Act.  Mr. Mario J. Gabelli may
be deemed a "controlling person" of the Investment Adviser on the basis of his controlling
interest in the parent company of the Investment Adviser.  The Investment Adviser has several
affiliates that provide investment advisory services: GAMCO Investors, Inc. ("GAMCO") a
wholly-owned subsidiary of the Investment Adviser acts as investment adviser for individuals,
pension trusts, profit-sharing trusts and endowments, and had assets under management of
approximately $10.7 billion under its management as of March 31, 2001; Gabelli Advisers, Inc.
acts as to the Gabelli Westwood Funds with assets under management of approximately $494
million as of March 31, 2001; Gabelli Securities, Inc. acts as general partner or investment
manager to certain alternative investments products, consisting primarily of risk arbitrage and
merchant banking limited partnerships and offshore companies, with assets under management of
approximately $473 million as of March 31, 2001; and Gabelli Fixed Income, LLC acts as
investment adviser for the three portfolios of The Treasurer's Fund and separate accounts having
assets under management of approximately $1.7 billion as of March 31, 2001.

Affiliates of the Investment Adviser may, in the ordinary course of their business, acquire
for their own account or for the accounts of their advisory clients, significant (and possibly
controlling) positions in the securities of companies that may also be suitable for investment by
the Fund.  The securities in which the Fund might invest may thereby be limited to some extent. 
For instance, many companies in the past several years have adopted so-called "poison pill" or
other defensive measures designed to discourage or prevent the completion of non-negotiated
offers for control of the company.  Such defensive measures may have the effect of limiting the
shares of the company which might otherwise be acquired by the Fund if the affiliates of the
Investment Adviser or their advisory accounts have or acquire a significant position in the same
securities However, the Investment Adviser does not believe that the investment activities of its
affiliates will have a material adverse effect upon the Fund in seeking to achieve its investment
objectives.  Securities purchased or sold pursuant to contemporaneous orders entered on behalf
of the investment company accounts of the Investment Adviser or the advisory accounts
managed by its affiliates for their unaffiliated clients are allocated pursuant to principles believed
to be fair over time and not disadvantageous to any such accounts.  The Investment Adviser may
on occasion give advice or take action with respect to other clients that differ from the actions
taken with respect to the Fund.  The Fund may invest in the securities of companies which are
investment management clients of GAMCO.  In addition, portfolio companies or their officers or
directors may be minority shareholders of the Investment Adviser or its affiliates

Pursuant to an Advisory Agreement (the "Advisory Agreement"), the Investment Adviser
manages the portfolio of the Fund in accordance with its stated investment objectives and
policies, makes investment decisions for the Fund, places orders to purchase and sell securities
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on behalf of the Fund and manages its other business and affairs, all subject to the supervision
and direction of the Fund's Board of Directors.  In addition, under the Advisory Agreement, the
Investment Adviser oversees the administration of all aspects of the Fund's business and affairs
and provides, or arranges for others to provide, at the Investment Adviser's expense, certain
enumerated services, including maintaining the Fund's books and records, preparing reports to
the Fund's shareholders and supervising the calculation of the net asset value of its shares.  All
expenses of computing the net asset value of the Fund, including any equipment or services
obtained solely for the purpose of pricing shares or valuing its investment portfolio, are consid-
ered to be an expense of the Fund under its Advisory Agreement.

The Advisory Agreement combines investment advisory and administrative responsibili-
ties in one agreement.  The Investment Adviser has in turn retained PFPC, Inc. to act as sub-
administrator to the Fund.  See "Management of the Fund -- Sub-Administrator" in the prospec-
tus.

For services rendered by the Investment Adviser on behalf of the Fund under the
Advisory Agreement, the Fund pays the Investment Adviser a fee computed daily and paid
monthly at the annual rate of 1.00% of the average weekly net assets of the Fund.  The fees
payable under the Advisory Agreement are higher than the fees payable by most registered
investment companies.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Investment Adviser will waive the
portion of its investment advisory fee attributable to an amount of assets of the Fund equal to the
aggregate stated value of the Series B Preferred for any calendar year in which the total return of
the Fund, including distributions and the advisory fee subject to potential waiver, allocable to
common stock is less than the stated dividend rate of the Series B Preferred.  The Investment
Adviser has a similar arrangement in effect with respect to the Series A Preferred.

The Advisory Agreement provides that in the absence of willful misfeasance, bad faith,
gross negligence or reckless disregard for its obligations and duties thereunder, the Investment
Adviser is not liable for any error or judgment or mistake of law or for any loss suffered by the
Fund.  As part of the Advisory Agreement, the Fund has agreed that the name "Gabelli" is the
Investment Adviser's property, and that in the event the Investment Adviser ceases to act as an
investment adviser to the Fund, the Fund will change its name to one not including the word
"Gabelli."

The Advisory Agreement was initially approved by the Board of Directors at a meeting
held on July 17, 1986 and was approved most recently by the Board of Directors on May 17,
2000.  The Advisory Agreement is terminable without penalty by the Fund on not more than
sixty days' written notice when authorized by the Board of Directors of the Fund, by the holders
of a majority of the outstanding voting securities of the Fund, as defined in the 1940 Act, or by
the Investment Adviser.  The Advisory Agreement will automatically terminate in the event of its
assignment, as defined in the 1940 Act.  The Advisory Agreement provides that, unless termi-
nated, it will remain in effect so long as continuance of the Advisory Agreement is approved
annually by the Board of Directors of the Fund, or the shareholders of the Fund and in either
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case, by a majority vote of the Directors who are not parties to the Advisory Contract or
"interested persons" as defined in the 1940 Act of any such person cast in person at a meeting
called specifically for the purpose of voting on the continuance of the Advisory Agreement.

For each of the years ended December 31, 1998, December 31, 1999 and December 31,
2000, the Investment Adviser was paid $12,272,654, $14,000,719 and $13,085,773, respectively,
for advisory and administrative services rendered to the Fund.

PORTFOLIO TRANSACTIONS

Subject to policies established by the Board of Directors of the Fund, the Investment
Adviser is responsible for placing purchase and sale orders and the allocation of brokerage on
behalf of the Fund.  Transactions in equity securities are in most cases effected on U.S. stock
exchanges and involve the payment of negotiated brokerage commissions.  In general, there may
be no stated commission in the case of certain debt securities and securities traded in over-the-
counter markets, but the prices of those securities may include undisclosed commissions or
mark-ups.  Principal transactions are not entered into with affiliates of the Fund.  However,
Gabelli & Company, Inc. ("Gabelli & Company") may execute transactions in the over-the
counter markets on an agency basis and receive a stated commission therefrom.  To the extent
consistent with applicable provisions of the 1940 Act and the rules and exemptions adopted by
the Securities and Exchange Commission thereunder, as well as other regulatory requirements,
the Fund's Board of Directors has determined that portfolio transactions may be executed through
Gabelli & Company and its broker-dealer affiliates if, in the judgment of the Investment Adviser,
the use of those broker-dealers is likely to result in price and execution at least as favorable as
those of other qualified broker-dealers, and if, in particular transactions, those broker-dealers
charge the Fund a rate consistent with that charged to comparable unaffiliated customers in
similar transactions.  The Fund has no obligation to deal with any broker or group of brokers in
executing transactions in portfolio securities.  In executing transactions, the Investment Adviser
seeks to obtain the best price and execution for the Fund, taking into account such factors as the
price, size of order, difficulty of execution and operational facilities of the firm involved and the
firm's risk in positioning a block of securities.  While the Investment Adviser generally seeks
reasonably competitive commission rates, the Fund does not necessarily pay the lowest commis-
sion available

For the fiscal years ended December 31, 1998, December 31, 1999 and December 31,
2000, the Fund paid a total of $836,479, $1,137,510 and $847,808, respectively, in brokerage
commissions, of which Gabelli & Company, Inc. and its affiliates received $362,737002,
$554,925 and $586,533, respectively.  The amount received by Gabelli & Company, Inc. and its
affiliates from the Fund in respect of brokerage commissions for the fiscal year ended December
31, 2000 represented approximately 698% of the aggregate dollar amount of brokerage commis-
sions paid by the Fund for such period and approximately 78% of the aggregate dollar amount of
transactions by the Fund for such period.
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Subject to obtaining the best price and execution, brokers who provide supplemental
research, market and statistical information to the Investment Adviser or its affiliates may receive
orders for transactions by the Fund.  The term "research, market and statistical information"
includes advice as to the value of securities, and advisability of investing in, purchasing or
selling securities, and the availability of securities or purchasers or sellers of securities, and
furnishing analyses and reports concerning issues, industries, securities, economic factors and
trends, portfolio strategy and the performance of accounts.  Information so received will be in
addition to and not in lieu of the services required to be performed by the Investment Adviser
under the Advisory Agreement and the expenses of the Investment Adviser will not necessarily
be reduced as a result of the receipt of such supplemental information.  Such information may be
useful to the Investment Adviser and its affiliates in providing services to clients other than the
Fund, and not all such information is used by the Investment Adviser in connection with the
Fund.  Conversely, such information provided to the Investment Adviser and its affiliates by
brokers and dealers through whom other clients of the Investment Adviser and its affiliates effect
securities transactions may be useful to the Investment Adviser in providing services to the Fund.

Although investment decisions for the Fund are made independently from those of the
other accounts managed by the Investment Adviser and its affiliates, investments of the kind
made by the Fund may also be made by those other accounts.  When the same securities are
purchased for or sold by the Fund and any of such other accounts, it is the policy of the Invest-
ment Adviser and its affiliates to allocate such purchases and sales in the manner deemed fair and
equitable to all of the accounts, including the Fund.

AUTOMATIC DIVIDEND REINVESTMENT AND 
VOLUNTARY CASH PURCHASE PLAN

Under the Fund's Automatic Dividend Reinvestment and Voluntary Cash Purchase Plan
(the "Plan"), a stockholder whose shares of the Fund's common stock is registered in his own
name will have all distributions reinvested automatically by State Street Bank and Trust
Company ("State Street"), which is agent under the Plan, unless the stockholder elects to receive
cash.  Distributions with respect to shares registered in the name of a broker-dealer or other
nominee (that is, in "street name") will be reinvested by the broker or nominee in additional
shares under the Plan, unless the service is not provided by the broker or nominee or the
stockholder elects to receive distributions in cash.  Investors who own common stock registered
in street name should consult their broker-dealers for details regarding reinvestment.  All
distributions to investors who do not participate in the Plan will be paid by check mailed directly
to the record holder by State Street as dividend disbursing agent.

Under the Plan, whenever the market price of the common stock is equal to or exceeds
net asset value at the time shares are valued for purposes of determining the number of shares
equivalent to the cash dividend or capital gains distribution, participants in the Plan are issued
shares of common stock, valued at the greater of (i) the net asset value as most recently deter-
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mined or (ii) 95% of the then current market price of the common stock.  The valuation date is
the dividend or distribution payment date or, if that date is not a New York Stock Exchange
trading day, the next preceding trading day.  If the net asset value of the common stock at the
time of valuation exceeds the market price of the common stock, participants will receive shares
from the Fund, valued at market price.  If the Fund should declare a dividend or capital gains
distribution payable only in cash, State Street will buy the common stock for such Plan in the
open market, on the New York Stock Exchange or elsewhere, for the participants' accounts,
except that State Street will endeavor to terminate purchases in the open market and cause the
Fund to issue shares at net asset value if, following the commencement of such purchases, the
market value of the common stock exceeds net asset value.

Participants in the Plan have the option of making additional cash payments to State
Street, monthly, for investment in the shares as applicable.  Such payments may be made in any
amount from $250 to $10,000.  State Street will use all funds received from participants to
purchase shares of the Fund in the open market on or about the 15th of each month.  State Street
will charge each stockholder who participates $0.75, plus a pro rata share of the brokerage
commissions.  Brokerage charges for such purchases are expected to be less than the usual
brokerage charge for such transactions.  It is suggested that participants send voluntary cash
payments to State Street in a manner that ensures that State Street will receive these payments
approximately 10 days before the 15th of the month.  A participant may without charge withdraw
a voluntary cash payment by written notice, if the notice is received by State Street at least 48
hours before such payment is to be invested.

State Street maintains all stockholder accounts in the Plan and furnishes written confir-
mations of all transactions in the account, including information needed by stockholders for
personal and tax records.  Shares in the account of each Plan participant will be held by State
Street in noncertificated form in the name of the participant.  A Plan participant may send its
share certificates to State Street so that the shares represented by such certificates will be held by
State Street in the participant's stockholder account under the Plan.

In the case of stockholders such as banks, brokers or nominees, which hold shares for
others who are the beneficial owners, State Street will administer the Plan on the basis of the
number of shares certified from time to time by the stockholder as representing the total amount
registered in the stockholder's name and held for the account of beneficial owners who partici-
pate in the Plan.

Experience under the Plan may indicate that changes are desirable.  Accordingly, the
Fund reserves the right to amend or terminate the Plan as applied to any voluntary cash payments
made and any dividend or distribution paid subsequent to written notice of the change sent to the
Plan members at least 90 days before the record date for such dividend or distribution.  The Plan
also may be amended or terminated by State Street on at least 90 days' written notice to the Plan
participants. 
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TAXATION

The following discussion is a brief summary of certain additional United States Federal
income tax considerations affecting the Fund and its stockholders.  No attempt is made to present
a detailed explanation of all Federal, state, local and foreign tax concerns, and the discussions set
forth here and in the prospectus do not constitute tax advice.  Investors are urged to consult their
own tax advisers with any specific questions relating to Federal, state, local and foreign taxes. 
The discussion reflects applicable tax laws of the United States as of the date of this SAI, which
tax laws may be changed or subject to new interpretations by the courts or the Internal Revenue
Service (the "IRS") retroactively or prospectively.
    
GENERAL
 

The Fund has qualified as and intends to continue to qualify as a regulated investment
company (a "RIC") under Subchapter M of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the
"Code").  If it so qualifies, the Fund will not be subject to U.S. Federal income tax on the portion
of its net investment income (i.e., its investment company taxable income as defined in the Code
without regard to the deduction for dividends paid) and on its net capital gain (i.e., the excess of
its net realized long-term capital gain over its net realized short-term capital loss), if any, which it
distributes to its stockholders in each taxable year, provided that an amount equal to at least 90%
of the sum of its net investment income and any net tax-exempt income for the taxable year is
distributed to its stockholders.
 

Qualification as a RIC requires, among other things, that the Fund: (a) derive at least 90%
of its gross income in each taxable year from dividends, interest, payments with respect to
securities loans, gains from the sale or other disposition of stock, securities or foreign currencies
or other income (including gains from options, futures or forward contracts) derived with respect
to its business of investing in stock, securities or currencies and (b) diversify its holdings so that,
at the end of each quarter of each taxable year, subject to certain exceptions, (i) at least 50% of
the market value of the Fund's assets is represented by cash, cash items, U.S. government
securities, securities of other RICs and other securities with such other securities limited, in
respect of any one issuer, to an amount not greater than 5% of the value of the Fund's assets and
10% of the outstanding voting securities of such issuer, and (ii) not more than 25% of the value
of its assets is invested in the securities (other than U.S. government securities or the securities of
other RICs) of any one issuer or any two or more issuers that the Fund controls and which are
determined to be engaged in the same or similar trades or businesses or related trades or
businesses. 

 TAXATION OF THE FUND
 

If the Fund were unable to satisfy the 90% distribution requirement or otherwise were to
fail to qualify as a RIC in any year, it would be taxed in the same manner as an ordinary
corporation and distributions to the Fund's stockholders would not be deductible by the Fund in
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computing its taxable income.  To qualify again to be taxed as a RIC in a subsequent year, the
Fund would be required to distribute to Preferred Stockholders and common stockholders its
earnings and profits attributable to non-RIC years reduced by an interest charge on 50% of such
earnings and profits payable by the Fund to the IRS.  In addition, if the Fund failed to qualify as
a RIC for a period greater than one taxable year, then the Fund would be required to recognize
and pay tax on any net built-in gains (the excess of aggregate gains, including items of income,
over aggregate losses that would have been realized if the Fund had been liquidated) or,
alternatively, to elect to be subject to taxation on such built-in gains recognized for a period of
ten years, in order to qualify as a RIC in a subsequent year.

Under the Code, amounts not distributed by a RIC on a timely basis in accordance with a
calendar year distribution requirement are subject to a 4% excise tax. To avoid the tax, the Fund
must distribute during each calendar year, an amount at least equal to the sum of (1) 98% of its
ordinary income for the calendar year, (2) 98% of its capital gain net income (both long-term and
short-term) for the one year period ending on October 31 of such year, (unless, as in the case of
the Fund, an election is made by a fund with a November or December year-end to use the fund's
fiscal year), and (3) all ordinary income and capital gain net income for previous years that were
not previously distributed or subject to tax under Subchapter M. A distribution will be treated as
paid during the calendar year if it is paid during the calendar year or declared by the Fund in
October, November or December of the year, payable to stockholders of record on a date during
such a month and paid by the Fund during January of the following year. Any such distributions
paid during January of the following year will be deemed to be received on December 31 of the
year the distributions are declared, rather than when the distributions are received. While the
Fund intends to distribute its ordinary income and capital gain net income in the manner
necessary to minimize imposition of the 4% excise tax, there can be no assurance that sufficient
amounts of the Fund's ordinary income and capital gain net income will be distributed to avoid
entirely the imposition of the tax. In such event, the Fund will be liable for the tax only on the
amount by which it does not meet the foregoing distribution requirements.  

Gain or loss on the sales of securities by the Fund will be long-term capital gain or loss if
the securities have been held by the Fund for more than one year.  Gain or loss on the sale of
securities held for one year or less will be short-term capital gain or loss.  

Foreign currency gain or loss on non-U.S. dollar denominated bonds and other similar
debt instruments and on any non-U.S. dollar denominated futures contracts, options and forward
contracts that are not section 1256 contracts (as defined below) generally will be treated as net
investment income and loss.
 

If the Fund invests in stock of a passive foreign investment company (a "PFIC"), the
Fund may be subject to Federal income tax on a portion of any "excess distribution" with respect
to, or gain from the disposition of, such stock even if such income is distributed as a taxable
dividend by the Fund to its stockholders. The tax would be determined by allocating such
distribution or gain ratably to each day of the Fund's holding period for the stock. The amount so
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allocated to any taxable year of the Fund prior to the taxable year in which the excess distribution
or disposition occurs would be taxed to the Fund at the highest marginal Federal corporate
income tax rate in effect for the year to which it was allocated, and the tax would be further
increased by an interest charge. The amount allocated to the taxable year of the distribution or
disposition would be included in the Fund's net investment income and, accordingly, would not
be taxable to the Fund to the extent distributed by the Fund as a taxable dividend to stockholders.
 

If the Fund invests in stock of a PFIC, the Fund may be able to elect to treat the PFIC as a
"qualified electing fund," in lieu of being taxable in the manner described in the above paragraph
and to include annually in income its pro rata share of the ordinary earnings and net capital gain
(whether or not distributed) of the PFIC. In order to make this election, the Fund would be
required to obtain annual information from the PFICs in which it invests, which may be difficult
to obtain. Alternatively, the Fund may elect to mark-to-market at the end of each taxable year all
shares that it hold in PFICs.  If it makes this election, the Fund would recognize as ordinary
income any increase in the value of such shares over their adjusted basis and as ordinary loss any
decrease in such value to the extent it does not exceed prior increases.   
  

The Fund may invest in debt obligations purchased at a discount with the result that the
Fund may be required to accrue income for Federal income tax purposes before amounts due
under the obligations are paid. The Fund may also invest in securities rated in the medium to
lower rating categories of nationally recognized rating organizations, and in unrated securities
("high yield securities"). A portion of the interest payments on such high yield securities may be
treated as dividends for Federal income tax purposes.
 

As a result of investing in stock of PFICs or securities purchased at a discount or any
other investment that produces income that is not matched by a corresponding cash distribution
to the Fund, the Fund could be required to include in current income, income it has not yet
received. Any such income would be treated as income earned by the Fund and therefore would
be subject to the distribution requirements of the Code. This might prevent the Fund from
distributing 90% of its net investment income as is required in order to avoid Fund-level Federal
income taxation, or might prevent the Fund from distributing enough ordinary income and
capital gain net income to avoid completely the imposition of the excise tax. To avoid this result,
the Fund may be required to borrow money or dispose of other securities to be able to make
distributions to its stockholders.
 

If the Fund does not meet the asset coverage requirements of the 1940 Act and the
Articles Supplementary, the Fund will be required to suspend distributions to the holders of the
common stock until the asset coverage is restored.  Such a suspension of distributions might
prevent the Fund from distributing 90% of its net investment income as is required in order to
avoid Fund-level Federal income taxation, or might prevent the Fund from distributing enough
income and capital gain net income  to avoid completely imposition of the excise tax. Upon any
failure to meet the asset coverage requirements of the 1940 Act or the Articles Supplementary,
the Fund may, and in certain circumstances will, be required to partially redeem the shares of
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Preferred Stock in order to restore the requisite asset coverage and avoid the adverse conse-
quences to the Fund and its stockholders of failing to qualify as a RIC. If asset coverage were
restored, the Fund would again be able to pay dividends and would generally be able to avoid
Fund-level Federal income taxation on the income that it distributes.
 
HEDGING TRANSACTIONS
 

Certain options, futures contracts and options on futures contracts are "section 1256
contracts."  Any gains or losses on section 1256 contracts are generally considered 60% long-
term and 40% short-term capital gains or losses ("60/40").  Also, section 1256 contracts held by
the Fund at the end of each taxable year are "marked-to-market" with the result that unrealized
gains or losses are treated as though they were realized and the resulting gain or loss is treated as
60/40 gain or loss.

Hedging transactions undertaken by the Fund may result in "straddles" for Federal
income tax purposes.  The straddle rules may affect the character of gains (or losses) realized by
the Fund.  In addition, losses realized by the Fund on positions that are part of a straddle may be
deferred under the straddle rules, rather than being taken into account in calculating the taxable
income for the taxable year in which such losses are realized.  Further, the Fund may be required
to capitalize, rather than deduct currently, any interest expense on indebtedness incurred or
continued to purchase or carry any positions that are part of a straddle.

The Fund may make one or more of the elections available under the Code which are
applicable to straddles.  If the Fund makes any of the elections, the amount, character and timing
of the recognition of gains or losses from the affected straddle positions may be determined
under rules that vary according to the election(s) made.  The rules applicable under certain of the
elections accelerate the recognition of gain or loss from the affected straddle positions.

Because application of the straddle rules may affect the character and timing of the Fund's
gains, losses and deductions, the amount which must be distributed to stockholders, and which
will be taxed to stockholders as ordinary income or long-term capital gain, may be increased or
decreased substantially as compared to a fund that did not engage in such hedging transactions.

FOREIGN TAXES
 

Since the Fund may invest in foreign securities, its income from such securities may be
subject to non-U.S. taxes.  It is anticipated that the Fund will not invest more than 35% of its
total assets in foreign securities.  Accordingly, the Fund will not be eligible to elect to "pass-
through" to stockholders of the Fund the ability to use the foreign tax deduction or foreign tax
credit for foreign taxes paid with respect to qualifying taxes.  In order to make such an election,
at least 50% of the Fund's total assets would be required to be invested in foreign securities. 
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TAXATION OF STOCKHOLDERS

The Fund will determine either to distribute or to retain for reinvestment all or part of its
net capital gain.  If any such gains are retained, the Fund will be subject to a tax of 35% of such
amount.  In that event, the Fund expects to designate the retained amount as undistributed capital
gains in a notice to its stockholders, each of whom (i) will be required to include in income for
tax purposes as long-term capital gains its share of such undistributed amounts, (ii) will be
entitled to credit its proportionate share of the tax paid by the Fund against its Federal income tax
liability and to claim refunds to the extent that the credit exceeds such liability, and (iii) will
increase its basis in its shares of the Fund by an amount equal to 65% of the amount of undistrib-
uted capital gains included in such stockholder's gross income.

Distributions of ordinary income are taxable to a U.S. stockholder as ordinary income,
whether paid in cash or shares.  Ordinary income dividends paid by the Fund may qualify for the
dividends received deduction available to corporations, but only to the extent that the Fund's
income consists of qualified dividends received from U.S. corporations. The amount of any
dividend distribution eligible for the dividends received deduction will be designated by the Fund
in a written notice to stockholders within 60 days of the close of the taxable year.  Distributions
of net capital gain designated as capital gain dividends ("Capital Gain Dividends"), if any, are
taxable as long-term capital gains, whether paid in cash or in shares, regardless of how long the
stockholder has held the Fund's shares, and are not eligible fo the dividends received deduction.   

Stockholders receiving distributions in the form of newly issued shares will have a basis
in such shares of the Fund equal to the fair market value of such shares on the distribution date. 
If the net asset value of shares is reduced below a stockholder's cost as a result of a distribution
by the Fund, such distribution will be taxable even though it represents a return of invested
capital.  The price of shares purchased at any time may reflect the amount of a forthcoming
distribution.  Those purchasing shares just prior to a distribution will receive a distribution which
will be taxable to them even though it represents in part a return of invested capital.    

Upon a sale or exchange of shares, a stockholder will realize a taxable gain or loss
depending upon his or her basis in the shares.  Such gain or loss will be treated as long-term
capital gain or loss if the shares have been held for more than one year.  Any loss realized on a
sale or exchange will be disallowed to the extent the shares disposed of are replaced within a 61-
day period beginning 30 days before and ending 30 days after the date that the shares are
disposed of.  In such a case, the basis of the shares acquired will be adjusted to reflect the
disallowed loss.

Any loss realized by a stockholder on the sale of Fund shares held by the stockholder for
six months or less will be treated for tax purposes as a long-term capital loss to the extent of any
Capital Gain Dividends received by the stockholder (or credited to the stockholder as an
undistributed capital gain) with respect to such shares.  
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Ordinary income dividends and Capital Gain Dividends also may be subject to state and
local taxes.  Stockholders are urged to consult their own tax advisers regarding specific questions
about the U.S. Federal, state, local or foreign tax consequences to them of investing in the Fund.  

BACKUP WITHHOLDING
 

The Fund may be required to withhold Federal income tax on all taxable distributions and
redemption proceeds payable to non-corporate stockholders who fail to provide the Fund with
their correct taxpayer identification number or to make required certifications, or who have been
notified by the IRS that they are subject to backup withholding.  Backup withholding is not an
additional tax.  Any amounts withheld may be credited against such stockholder's Federal
income tax liability.

The foregoing is a general and abbreviated summary of the applicable provisions of
the Code and Treasury regulations presently in effect.  For the complete provisions,
reference should be made to the pertinent Code sections and the Treasury regulations
promulgated thereunder.  The Code and the Treasury regulations are subject to change by
legislative, judicial or administrative action, either prospectively or retroactively.  Persons
considering an investment in Series B Preferred should consult their own tax advisers
regarding the purchase, ownership and disposition of Series B Preferred.

MOODY'S DISCOUNT FACTORS
 

The following table identifies the Moody's Discount Factors used to discount particular
Moody's eligible assets for a two-week exposure period.

Type of M oody's Eligib le Asset:

Moody's Discount

Factor:

Short T erm M oney M arket Instru ments (o ther than U .S. Gov ernme nt Obliga tions set forth

below) and other com mercial paper:

Dem and or tim e depos its, certificates of d eposit and  banker s' acceptan ces includ ible in

Moo dy's Sho rt Term  Mon ey Ma rket Instrum ents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00

Comm ercial paper rated P-1  by Moo dy's maturing in  30 days or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00

Commercial paper rated P-1 by Moody's maturing in more than 30 days but in 270 days

or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.15

Comm ercial paper rated A -1+ by S& P maturing in  270 days o r less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.25

Repu rchase ob ligations inc ludible in M oody's S hort Term  Mon ey Ma rket Instrum ents if

term is less than 30 days and counterparty is rated at least A2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00

Other repurchase obligations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . *

U.S. Common Stock and Co mmon Stock of foreign issuers for which ADRs are Traded . . . 3.00
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Common Stock of foreign issuers (in existence for at least five years)   for which no ADRs

are traded . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.00

Convertible preferred stocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00

Preferred stocks:

Auction rate preferred stocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.50

Other preferred stocks issued by issuers in the financial and industrial industries . . . . . . 1.62

Other preferred stocks issued by issuers in the utilities industry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.40

U.S. Government Obligations (other than U.S. Treasury Securities Strips set forth below)

with remaining terms to maturity of:

1 year or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.04

2 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.09

3 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.12

4 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.15

5 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.18

7 years of less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.21

10 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.24

15 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.25

20 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.26

30 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.26

U.S. Treasury Securities Strips with remaining terms to maturity of:

1 year or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.04

2 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.10

3 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.14

4 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.18

5 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.21

7 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.27

10 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.34

15 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.45

20 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.54

30 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.66

Corporate e vidences of ind ebtedness:

Corporate evidences of indebtedness rated Aaa 3 with remaining terms to maturity of:

1 year or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.10

2 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.13

3 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.18

4 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.21

5 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.23

7 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.27
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10 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.30

15 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.31

20 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.32

30 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.33

Corporate evidences of indebtedness rated Aa3  with remaining terms to maturity of:

1 year or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.15

2 years of less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.20

3 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.23

4 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.27

5 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.29

7 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.33

10 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.36

15 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.37

20 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.38

30 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.39

Corporate evidences of indebtedness rated A3  with remaining terms to maturity of:

1 year or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.20

2 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.26

3 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.29

4 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.33

5 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.35

7 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.39

10 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.42

15 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.43

20 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.45

30 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.45

Corpo rate evide nces of in debtedn ess rated at lea st Baa3 w ith remain ing term s of matu rity

of:

1 year or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.25

2 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.31

3 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.35

4 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.38

5 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.41

7 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.45

10 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.48

15 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.50

20 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.51

30 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.52
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Corpo rate evide nces of in debtedn ess rated at lea st Ba3 w ith remain ing term s of matu rity

of:

1 year or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.36

2 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.42

3 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.46

4 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.50

5 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.53

7 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.57

10 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.61

15 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.62

20 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.64

30 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.64

Corporate evidences of indebtedness rated at least B1 and B2 with remaining terms of

maturity of:

1 year or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.46

2 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.53

3 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.57

4 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.61

5 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.65

7 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.70

10 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.73

15 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.75

20 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.76

30 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.77

Convertible corporate evidences of indebtedness with senior debt securities rated Aa3

issued by the follow ing type of issuers:

Utility . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.28

Industrial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.75

Financial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.53

Transportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.13

Convertible corporate evidences of indebtedness with senior debt securities rated A3

issued by the follow ing type of issuers:

Utility . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.33

Industrial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.80

Financial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.58

Transportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.18

Convertible corporate evidences of indebtedness with senior debt securities rated Baa3

issued by the follow ing type of issuers:

Utility . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.48



Type of M oody's Eligib le Asset:

Moody's Discount

Factor:

36 

Industrial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.95

Financial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.73

Transportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.33

Convertible corporate bonds with senior debt securities rated Ba3 issued by the following

type of issuers:

Utility . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.49

Industrial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.96

Financial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.74

Transportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.34

Conv ertible corp orate bon ds with sen ior debt sec urities rated B 1 or B2  issued by  the fol-

lowing type o f issuers:

Utility . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.59

Industrial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.06

Financial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.84

Transportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.44

* Discou nt Factor a pplicable  to unde rlying asse ts

NET ASSET VALUE

The net asset value of the Fund's common shares is computed based on the market value
of the securities it holds and determined daily as of the close of regular trading on the New York
Stock Exchange and reported in financial newspapers of general circulation as of the last day of
each week.

Portfolio securities which are traded only on stock exchanges are valued at the last sale
price as of the close of regular trading on the day the securities are being valued, or lacking any
sales, at the mean between closing bid and asked prices.  Securities traded in the over-the-counter
market which are Nasdaq National Market securities are valued at the last sale price as of the
close of regular trading on the day the securities are being valued.  Other over-the-counter
securities are valued at the most recent bid prices as obtained from one or more dealers that make
markets in the securities.  Portfolio securities which are traded both in the over-the counter
market and on a stock exchange are valued according to the broadest and most representative
market, as determined by the Investment Adviser.  Securities traded primarily on foreign
exchanges are valued at the closing values of such securities on their respective exchanges as of
the day the securities are being valued.  Securities and assets for which market quotations are not
readily available are valued at fair value as determined in good faith by or under the direction of
the Board of Directors of the Fund.  Short-term investments that mature in 60 days or less are
valued at amortized cost, unless the Board of Directors of the Fund determines that such
valuation does not constitute fair value.
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Net asset value per share is calculated by dividing the value of the securities held plus any
cash or other assets minus all liabilities, including accrued expenses, and less the liquidation
value of any preferred stock outstanding by the total number of shares outstanding at such time.

BENEFICIAL OWNERS

Name and Address of

 Beneficial/Record Owner

 as of March 5, 2001 Title of Class

Amount of Shares and

Natur e of Ow nership Percent of C lass

Cede &  Co.*

P.O. Box 20

Bowling Green Station

New York, NY 10274

Common

Preferred

107,471,126 (record)     

 5,313,885 (record)     

85.75%

98.98%

Salomon Smith Barney Inc.**

333 W. 34 th Street

New York, NY 10001

Common

Preferred

20,802,318 (record)     

1,535,922 (record)     

16.41%

28.61%

Charles Schwab & Co., Inc.**

c/o ADP Proxy Services

51 Mercedes Way

Edgewood, NY 11717

Common 7,097,715 (record)     5.60%

A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc.**

125 Broad Street, 40th Fl.

New York, NY 10004

Common 12,549,337 (record)     9.90%

Prudential Securities Inc.**

c/o ADP Proxy Services

51 Mercedes Way

Edgewood, NY 11717

Common

Preferred

6,916,745 (record)     

431,570 (record)     

5.45%

8.04%

Merrill Lynch**

4 Corporate Place

Corporate Park 287

Piscataway, NJ 08855

Common

Preferred

6,774,328 (record)     

279,889 (record)     

5.34%

5.21%

Paine Webber Inc.**

1000 Harbor Blvd.

Weehawken, NJ 07087

Preferred 825,162 (record)     15.37%
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National Financial Services Corp.**

200 Liberty Street

New York, NY 10281

Preferred 588,048 (record)     10.95%

* A nominee partnership of The Depository Trust Company.

** Shares held at The Depository Trust Company.

As of December 31, 2000, the Directors and Officers of the Fund as a group beneficially
owned approximately 1.21% of the outstanding shares of the Fund's common stock.

GENERAL INFORMATION
 
BOOK-ENTRY-ONLY ISSUANCE
 

The Depository Trust Company ("DTC") will act as securities depository for the shares of
Series B Preferred offered pursuant to the prospectus. The information in this section concerning
DTC and DTC's book-entry system is based upon information obtained from DTC. The securi-
ties offered hereby initially will be issued only as fully-registered securities registered in the
name of Cede & Co. (as nominee for DTC). One or more fully-registered global security
certificates initially will be issued, representing in the aggregate the total number of securities,
and deposited with DTC.
 

DTC is a limited-purpose trust company organized under the New York Banking Law, a
"banking organization" within the meaning of the New York Banking Law, a member of the
Federal Reserve System, a "clearing corporation" within the meaning of the New York Uniform
Commercial Code and a "clearing agency" registered pursuant to the provisions of Section 17A
of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended. DTC holds securities that its participants
deposit with DTC.  DTC also facilities the settlement among participants of securities transac-
tions, such as transfers and pledges, in deposited securities through electronic computerized
book-entry changes in participants' accounts, thereby eliminating the need for physical move-
ment of securities certificates.  Direct DTC participants include securities brokers and dealers,
banks, trust companies, clearing corporations and certain other organizations.  Access to the DTC
system is also available to others such as securities brokers and dealers, banks and trust compa-
nies that clear through or maintain a custodial relationship with a direct participant, either
directly or indirectly through other entities.
 

Purchases of securities within the DTC system must be made by or through direct partici-
pants, which will receive a credit for the securities on DTC's records. The ownership interest of
each actual purchaser of a security, a beneficial owner, is in turn to be recorded on the direct or
indirect participants' records.  Beneficial owners will not receive written confirmation from DTC
of their purchases, but beneficial owners are expected to receive written confirmations providing
details of the transactions, as well as periodic statements of their holdings, from the direct or
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indirect participants through which the beneficial owners purchased securities.  Transfers of
ownership interests in securities are to be accomplished by entries made on the books of partici-
pants acting on behalf of beneficial owners.  Beneficial owners will not receive certificates
representing their ownership interests in securities, except as provided herein.
 

DTC has no knowledge of the actual beneficial owners of the securities being offered
pursuant to this prospectus; DTC's records reflect only the identity of the direct participants to
whose accounts such securities are credited, which may or may not be the beneficial owners. 
The participants will remain responsible for keeping account of their holdings on behalf of their
customers.
 

Conveyance of notices and other communications by DTC to direct participants, by direct
participants to indirect participants, and by direct participants and indirect participants to benefi-
cial owners will be governed by arrangements among them, subject to any statutory or regulatory
requirements as may be in effect from time to time.
 

Payments on the securities will be made to DTC. DTC's practice is to credit direct
participants' accounts on the relevant payment date in accordance with their respective holdings
shown on DTC's records unless DTC has reason to believe that it will not receive payments on
such payment date.  Payments by participants to beneficial owners will be governed by standing
instructions and customary practices and will be the responsibility of such participant and not of
DTC or the Fund, subject to any statutory or regulatory requirements as may be in effect from
time to time.  Payment of dividends to DTC is the responsibility of the Fund, disbursement of
such payments to direct participants is the responsibility of DTC, and disbursement of such
payments to the beneficial owners is the responsibility of direct and indirect participants.
Furthermore each beneficial owner must rely on the procedures of DTC to exercise any rights
under the Securities.
 

Beneficial owners may obtain certificates representing the securities by contacting State
Street Bank and Trust Company, which acts as transfer agent for the Fund's shares.

DTC may discontinue providing its services as securities depository with respect to the
securities at any time by giving reasonable notice to the Fund.  Under such circumstances, in the
event that a successor securities depository is not obtained, certificates representing the Securi-
ties will be printed and delivered.
 
COUNSEL AND INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANTS
 

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP, Four Times Square, New York, New York
10036 is special counsel to the Fund in connection with the offering of the Series B Preferred.  

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, 1177 Avenue of the Americas, New York, New
York 10036, has been selected PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP as independent accountants for the



40 

Fund.  As the Fund's independent accountants PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP is responsible for
auditing the Fund's financial statements in accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting
Principles.  PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP also prepares a report of its findings thereon and
presents its findings to the Fund's Board of Directors. PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP also reviews
the Fund's state and Federal income tax returns prepared by the Fund's Administrator.  For its
services, PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP charges fees which are paid by the Fund.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

The audited financial statements included in the Annual Report to the Fund's Sharehold-
ers for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2000, is also incorporated herein by reference from
the Fund's Annual Report to Shareholders filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission on
March 7, 2001.  The report of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP in respect of those financial
statements is attached hereto.  All other portions of the Annual Report to Shareholders are not
incorporated herein by reference and are not part of the Registration Statement.  A copy of the
Annual Report to Shareholders may be obtained without charge by writing to the Fund at its
address at One Corporate Center, Rye, New York 10580-1434 or by calling the Fund toll-free at
800-GABELLI (422-3554).
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Report of Independent Accountants

To the Board of Directors and Shareholders of
The Gabelli Equity Trust Inc.

In our opinion, the statement of assets and liabilities, including the portfolio of investments, and
the related statements of operations and of changes in net assets and the financial highlights
appearing on pages 12 through 25 of the December 31, 2000 Annual Report to Shareholders of
The Gabelli Equity Trust Inc. (the “Equity Trust”) present fairly, in all material respects, the
financial position of the Equity Trust at December 31, 2000, the results of its operations for the
year then ended, the changes in its net assets for each of the two years in the period then ended
and the financial highlights for each of the five years in the period then ended, in conformity with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. These financial
statements and financial highlights (hereafter referred to as “financial statements”) are the
responsibility of the Equity Trust*s management; our responsibility is to express an opinion on
these financial statements based on our audits. We conducted our audits of these financial
statements in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America, which require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about
whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining,
on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements,
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, and
evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audits, which
included confirmation of securities at December 31, 2000 by correspondence with the custodian
and brokers, provide a reasonable basis for our opinion.

We have also previously audited, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the
United States of America, the statements of assets and liabilities, including the portfolio of
investments, of the Equity Trust at December 31, 1999 and 1998, and the related statements of
operations for the years ended December 31, 1999 and 1998 and the statement of changes in net
assets for the year ended December 31, 1998 (none of which are presented in the December 31,
2000 Annual Report to Shareholders); and we expressed unqualified opinions on those financial
statements. In our opinion, the information set forth in the senior securities table for the Equity
Trust*s Series A Preferred shares for each of the three years in the period ended December 31,
2000, appearing on page 13 of the Equity Trust*s Registration Statement on Form N-2, is fairly
stated, in all material respects, in relation to the financial statements from which it has been
derived.

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
1177 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10036
February 14, 2001


